
"The People's Purcell" 
With Michael Slattery and La Nef

Tenor Michael Slattery lends his voice to a second project with La Nef. 
Together they reinvent the most beautiful arias the composer Henry Purcell (1659-1695). 

Michael Slattery, tenor, shruti box; Sylvain Bergeron, archlute; Seán Dagher, cittern; Grégoire 
Jeay, flutes; Alex Kehler, nyckelharpa, baroque violin; Amanda Keesmaat, baroque cello; Tanya 
Laperrière, Baroque violin; Elin Soderstrom, viola da gamba. 

Artistic Direction, Sylvain Bergeron 
Musical direction, Seán Dagher 
Arrangements, Seán Dagher, Grégoire Jeay, Michael Slattery, Amanda Keesmaat

Presentation

Henry Purcell (1659-1695) represents the height of baroque music in England.  He defines the genre, having 
written a vast quantity of highly regarded music. Despite his great fame and high position in British society, Purcell 
struck a chord with the common people: his theatrical music both drawing inspiration from and contributing songs 
and dance tunes to the most popular music of the day.
 
The Purcell Project, presents some of Purcell's very best songs and dances arranged in a variety of styles. As 
with our earlier exploration of the music of English composer and lutenist John Dowland, we have treated some of 
Purcell's baroque masterpieces with a certain freedom, permitting ourselves to make adjustments to underlying 
rhythms and harmonies in order to create altogether new pieces, related to but distinct from the originals.  

We are not alone in having treated the music this way.  During his lifetime, Purcell's music was extremely popular, 
and shortly after his death his tunes began appearing in John Playford's succession of compilations called “The 
Dancing Master” alongside popular (and mostly anonymous) folk tunes.  

Conversely, we have been careful to retain the intention of the music, leaving some pieces untouched, both out of 
respect for the composer, and to underscore the importance of the place from which we have started.  We hope to 
offer a new way to hear some old and very beautiful music by intertwining both familiarity and freshness- ultimately 
affording the audience a powerful and deeply enjoyable evening of music.

Seán Dagher and Michael Slattery



Program

Come all ye songsters of the sky 
Sweet, be no longer sad 
More love or more disdain, I crave 
How Pleasant ‘Tis to Love  

Furstemberg / Abdelazar Jig 

I attempt from love's sickness to fly in vain  
What power art thou «The Cold Song» 

The Fairy Queen Suite 
Let each gallant heart 

She loves and she confesses too 

pause

Music for a while 

Halcyon Suite 
When I Have Often Heard 

If Love's a sweet passion 

King Arthur Suite 
Fairest Isle 
Now that the sun hath veiled his light «An Evening Hymn» 


